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Who were the respondents
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A wide range of responses with respondents varying
in age, gender and location. UK was the primary
residence for the majority of respondents, but in total
responses spanned across 8 countries.

92% of respondents own land in India either
h I or are i d through family

84% felt affected per

Ily by the proposed bills

Those that felt affected by
this were either
generational immigrants or
84% mYes recentimmigrants

themselves and mostly
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residing in the UK.

The Sikh Council UK launched a survey to understand the attitudes to the farmers’ bills in
India that have been the centre of mass protest. Below are our initial findings

What did we learn

Impacts on ownership and investment

Are you thinking of selling land following
the announcement?
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The proposed bills make the respondents feel
nervous about the financial state of Punjab. This is
seen from many wanting to sell land with 80% of
all responses saying it would negatively impact
their chances of investment.

"If open markets were so good, farmers in US or
Europe wouldn'tbe in crisis"- Devender Sharma,
Agricultural Policy Expert Times of India - 26th
September 2020

Of those that have not sold their land in India in the
last 10 years, nearly a third are now likely to make
this decision to sell. This could have a major strain,
especially on the elderly who rely on rent money for
financial security

Who wins and who loses out

“According to the NCRB, states and UTs which reported
increase in suicides in 2019 over 2018 were Bihar
(44.7%), Punjab (37.5%)” — The Economic Times
(September 2020)

Our respondents showed the same concerns with 95%
feeling as this is an international crisis and it has not
received the coverage an issue like this warrants.

Those who felt strongly about the importance of this
issue made it very clear that Punjab’s farmers were the
ones to lose out. 93% felt that this would lead to an
increased suicide rate amongst farmers.

Do you feel human rights
violations will increase following
farmers protest?

Concerns around the
wellbeing of those protesting
show the mistrustof the
Indian Government amongst
the UK diaspora, especially in
the case of human rights.
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